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SUBJECT: GULF OF VENEZUELA BOUNDARY DISPUTE

REF: (A) BOGOTA 7654; (B) CARACAS 5943; (C) CARACAS 5858

1. C - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. WE HAVE THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS ON BOGOTA'S INTER-

ESTING CABLE (REF. A):

- (A) THE STATEMENTS OF LEMOS SIMMONDS RECEIVED

MODERATE COVERAGE HERE (REF. B), AS HAS FOREIGN

MINISTER ZAMBRANO'S LOW-KEY RESPONSE. BUT SINCE THE

MEETING OF THE TWO PRESIDENTS AT THE BORDER, THE ISSUE

HAS DROPPED FROM PUBLIC VIEW.

-~ (B) THE TWO PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES HAVE BEEN AVOID-

ING BORDER ISSUES IN THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN, AS THEY : //,

HAVE SOUGHT TO AVOID TAKING DETAILED POSITIONS ON OTHER ‘

CONTROVERSIAL FOREIGN AFFAIRS ISSUES. ’

- (C) ANY PROJECTION OF WHAT A CALDERA OR A LUSINCHI ‘

ADMINISTRATION MIGHT DO STRIKES US AS SPECULATIVE AT
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THIS POINT. THE NEXT ADMINISTRATION WILL BE BURDENED
BY SEVERE ECONOMIC PROBLEMS, AND THUS BE UNABLE TO
DEVOTE RESOURCES TO NEW AMBITIOUS DEVELOPMENT SCHEMES.
WE DOUBT THAT IT WILL WANT TO EXPEND SCARCE POLITICAL
CAPITAL ON THE CONTROVERSIAL BORDER ISSUE.
3. THE POLITICAL COUNSELOR BRIEFLY DISCUSSED THIS ISSUE
WITH (CONGRESSMAN JOSE CURIEL, "CALDERA'S CAMPAIGN,
MANAGER:‘ CURIEL (WHO SAYS HE HAD RESPONSIBILITY FOR
DEVELOPMENT OF THE "SOUTH DURING THE PREVIOUS CALDERA
ADMINISTRATION) WAS SKEPTICAL OF A SUGGESTED LINK
BETWEEN SETTLEMENT OF THE BORDER ISSUE AND A POSSIBLE
BINATIONAL DEVELOPMENT SCHEME. WHILE CALDERA REMAINS
INTERESTED IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SOUTH, THIS TOPIC
WILL NOT RECEIVE MUCH EMPHASIS IN CALDERA'S PROGRAM
AND WILL NOT BE A THEME IN HIS CAMPAIGN. LANDAU
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